Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

April 9, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Administrator Dirk Davis, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Zach Gaston, Carol Merritt
Guest(s)

Chuck Little, Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Jeannette Lucas, Dustin Roe, Chris Hunt, Dorine Bailey, Ryan Hudak, Megan Eddy, Larry Groves, Paul Leek

Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the March meeting minutes, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Mrs. Bailey addressed council and stated that she heard that the alley from High Street to Spring is going to be opened.  She stated that part of the alley is used as a driveway.  Dirk stated that the neighbors asked for it to be opened. The person at the end of the alley is parking on the alley and blocking others from getting to their property.  Bailey asked that if this is opened that they be compensated for the 60+ years of stone they have put on the road.  Mr. Shaheen stated that the alley is plotted and an open alley unfortunately regardless if we maintain it currently.  Mr. Shaheen stated that we should look at the neighbor problem and not reopen an alley for use.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that the police department be involved and have these people not park and block the alley.  Council reviewed the maps and the situation.  

Chuck Little gave a shout out to Linda and Kathy for the bake sale for the fishing derby.  There is another bake sale on May 10th.  

Solicitor Shaheen stated that we have secured the transfer of the lots behind the old VFW.  The deed transfers were recorded today.  Dirk and Mr. Shaheen have talked to Larry Groves about the property be the park lake spillway.  Ruth made a motion to have Dirk get a survey done on the corner of Willow and Lake, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Dirk gave Mr. Shaheen an issue with a fire hydrant being hit and cost us around $2,000.  Mr. Shaheen asked if the Pear Street trailer is still an issue and that he would contact them and nudge them.
Fiscal Officer Burkhead stated that the park audit is underway.  Rick stated that the public records retention schedule was approved by the state and that we can begin recording what we have and set them aside for destruction.  We will need a resolution to adopt the approved policy.  
Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The Chestnut Street water line project estimates should be coming soon.
· Dirk is working with Quicksall to find grants for remaining water lines.

· Jay and Dirk met with JP Dutton and Dave Lively about the four way issues.  Jay stated that his take away from the meeting was that the project was to straighten the road and the corners were not part of the project but they will look at the issue.  Jay stated that they didn’t realize there was an issue at the corner of North 26 and SR 147.  Dirk stated that he sent all of this information before the project was completed.
· Phil Castello has done the plaza landscaping in the past and Ponzani’s has offered to do it for $3,500.  Dirk stated that Phil would do it for $2,200.  Council decided that we would do it in-house with town workers and volunteers.  

· The water usage has been good, averaging 73,000 gallons a day.  Down from 140,000+ 

· There were three water breaks that were fixed.  One on North Johnson Road, one on Chestnut and Railroad.

· We are getting bad samples on the #1 clarifier.  Work began on April 1st and is still on-going. The clarifier holds 63k gallons of treated sewage and we pumped out 58k.  Sparky’s did this for us.  A new rubber and steel slat will need to be welded in place for the rubber scrapper to help with the stirring process.   We will need to do this to the second clarifier as well.

· A tree on south Willow across from the pizza shop needs removed.  Screech Tree Service will remove it for $600 if we receive a W9 and proof of insurance.  Jay stated that the cherry tree is still standing in the alley behind his house and debris is falling off of it.  

· New flags have been ordered and will be installed during the month of May.

· We will be painting the street lines soon.

· The UV Light system repairs will cost $8,036.75 and this needs done by the end of April.  We need a flow meter for the sewer plant outflow which will cost around $7,000.
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· Dirk presented the furnace maintenance contract for $515 for this year.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

· Colby stated that the Johnson Road water break happened when D&M Construction bored through our line.  We lost 85,000 gallons of water and have billed the company $4,368.92 for the material, labor, and equipment.

· We ordered paid to paint the curbs, crosswalks, and fire hydrants.

· Dirk stated that Lana Orr passed away yesterday and that it would be an indigent burial and asked approval to pay for the $750 cremation.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve this, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. 
Mayor Bob Flanagan stated that we need to have a police meeting to discuss some issues.  Bob presented a building permit for the Cumberledge’s to build two decks on their property.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the donation of $250 to the Union Local After Prom, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Bob stated that he was going to repaint the cannon.  It was last painted in 2011.  Bob has dummy artillery shells that he would like to display with it.  
Paul Leek gave the monthly police report.  There were 126 calls, 58 business checks, 17 special checks, 23 citations, two assaults, one suspicious person at the park.  Paul stated that Andy Miller gave the department his resignation.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve his resignation, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Paul stated that Chris was in contact with the Belmont Mayor and they asked about police coverage for Belmont.  
Fire Chief Chris Hunt presented an application for Zack Burlington for firefighter.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Chris presented council with the 2024 yearly report.  

Motion to pay bills by Ruth Saffell, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday May 14th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
